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From the Principal 

Welcome to Issue 3 of our school newsletter for 2023. Newsletters are published fortnightly in even numbered weeks 
throughout the year and emailed to parents / carers using the Dept for Education EdSmart email communication tool. 
A limited number of printed copies are also available from the school office. Past issues of the newsletter are available 
for download from our school website https://marionps.sa.edu.au/  

Reminder - Public holiday Monday and Pupil Free Day Tuesday 
Don’t forget that school will be closed for the Adelaide Cup public Holiday on Monday and for the Pupil Free day on 
Tuesday. OSHC is available for bookings on Tuesday only. 
At the pupil free day teachers will be completing 
professional learning on a new suite of reading 
assessments that are being implemented across 
schools – DIBELS. DIBELS is an acronym which stands 
for Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills. 
DIBELS consists of 6 assessments designed to indicate 
whether students are ‘on track’ with the development 
of early reading skills or not. Where students are 
identified as not being ‘on track’ then the specific area 
of difficulty is identified so that we can provide support 
to assist with developing that aspect of learning. The 
DIBELS assessments are aligned with the elements of 
the Big 6 of Reading. 
 
For more info on the Big 6 of Reading please see: 
https://vimeo.com/312643548  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 

Monday 13 

Tuesday 14 

Wednesday 15 

Friday 17 

Friday 24 

Friday 31 

Adelaide Cup – public holiday (school closed) 

Pupil Free Day – school closed, OSHC care available. 

NAPLAN commences – years 3 and 5 

Assembly – Room 7 

NAPLAN ends 

Assembly – Room 6 

April 

Monday 3 

Friday 7 

Monday 10 

Friday 14 

Parent / teacher interviews commence 

Good Friday – public holiday (school closed) 

Easter Monday – public holiday (school closed) 

Sports Day 

Last day term 1 (early dismissal) 
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Governing Council – subcommittees seeking members 
Our Governing Council consists of 5 elected members and 5 subcommittees. Our subcommittees need members and 
there are always roles that need filling to support their effective functioning. Subcommittee chairs meet with school 
representatives twice each term to discuss and plan how to support the school. Subcommittees may then meet at 
other times at the discretion of the subcommittee chair to plan and implement supports.  
Our subcommittees are: 

• OSHC 

• Grounds 

• Sport 

• Fundraising 

• Finance 
We are currently seeking volunteers to support subcommittees of OSHC; grounds and sport in particular. 
Please contact the school office and we will connect you with the sub-committee chairperson. 

Counselling Service – available at Marion Primary school each Tuesday  
Relationships Australia provides an outreach counselling service for children and families each Tuesday here at school. 
Please see their flyer in the ‘In our Community’ section of this newsletter. 

NAPLAN – Commencing next week 
NAPLAN tests will commence from Wednesday March 15 (next week) and will run initially across Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday. Catchup sessions are scheduled for the following week for any students who are absent. If you have 
a child or children in years 3 or 5, please make sure they get plenty of sleep and eat healthily so that they are in their 
best shape at testing time. Tests are online with the exception of the year 3 Writing test which remains a paper based 
test. 

Cyber safety presentation  
A free cyber safety presentation is being held at Ascot Park Primary School library on Monday 27th March at 6.00pm. This 
free presentation is being provided by Thinkuknow – which is a program led by the Australian Federal Police. 
 
For more information go to their website at: https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/index.php/about/our-program  
 
David O’Connell 
Principal  
 
ICT News! 
Over the past few newsletters you may have accessed the links to help with supporting your child to navigate their 

digital life. This last link has more videos for you, as a parent, to access and go into more depth for your child’s age 

group. In Digital Technologies lessons we discuss and reflect on their media habits and how to build good digital 

citizenship skills. Together we can work to provide your child with the best knowledge to help them make informed 

decisions and support them to navigate the use of technology and social media 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/toolkit/family-engagement-resources 

Ros Mazurek 
Digital Technology teacher 
 

Numeracy Spot 

Helping your child to develop Numeracy skills in the Junior Primary 
Numeracy involves being able to understand how numbers work in everyday situations. We see and use numbers 
daily. When reading there are numbers on the page, our house has a number and when we buy something we add 
and subtract numbers. Help your child to develop a positive attitude towards numeracy. If you speak English as an 
Additional Language or Dialect, it’s important to build numeracy skills in your home language as well. 

An early skill that children develop is counting. Counting includes:  
• saying and recalling numbers in the correct order  
• matching number words to objects  
• knowing that the last number counted represents the total number of objects.  

Words to use: 
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• count forward, count backwards  

• number before, number after 

• more than, less than  

• is the same as 

In addition to counting, the ability to recognise a number of items without counting them is developed from an early 
age. An example of this is learning to recognise a pattern of dots such as on dominoes, dice and cards as numbers. This 
is called subitising.  

Subitising is a term that was derived from the Latin adjective subitus (meaning 
"sudden") and captures a feeling of immediately knowing how many items lie 
within the visual scene, when the number of items present falls within the 
subitizing range. 

Studies have found that most adults can subitise groups of items up to five. This is 
known as perceptual subitising. Beyond five, other mental strategies come into 
play for identifying the number of items in a group without counting them 
individually. These require some understanding of grouping and basic 
mathematics.  For instance, when we see six dots on a die, we actually break this 
down into two groups of three which, when combined, gives us six. This is known 
as conceptual subitising and is an essential element for developing mathematical skills.  

Subitising is an essential part of developing number sense in children by helping them to relate numbers to actual 
items or groups of items. 

For more information on Subitising please see: 
https://nrich.maths.org/14004  
 

Assembly awards 
Each fortnight, class teachers select two students who are presented with a school Values Award at our school 
assembly. Values Award recipients from our last assembly are listed below. Congratulations and well done to all 
students. 

Week 5 Awards 

1 Courage Amos 

1 Harmony Brooke 

3 Harmony Teal 

3 Courage Abby  

4 Courage Ella Mi 

4 Harmony Jasmin 

6 Integrity Grace 

6 Courage Charlie 

7 Integrity Isabelle 

7 Courage Abheek  

10 Integrity  Maddison 

10 Harmony  Sophie K 

11 Harmony Emily WK 

11 Harmony Emily WL 
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OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

Hours of Operation  

Before School Care: 7:00-8:30am  After School Care: 3:15-6:15pm 

Fees  

Before School Care: $15  After School Care: Casual $25  

Pupil Free Day: $53  Vacation Care: $53 per day  

Contact Details  

Phone: 8277 4486  Mobile: 0428 257 789 

Email: Robyn.Shanahan17@schools.sa.edu.au 
(Please note: this is direct contact with Director Robyn Shanahan) 

Bookings / cancellations 

Cancellation and Emergency bookings can only be made through 
contacting OSHC directly on 0428 257 789 

Enquiries can be made directly to OSHC or through the school Front 
Office on 82772293 

 

 

Hi Everyone,   

In the last school holidays, children went on a Hummer limo ride. 

There was so much excitement – and not just from the kids! 

Please feel free to offer suggestions for activities for the program 

including art, craft, cooking, games, excursions and centre based 

activities. 

 

Robyn Shanahan 

Director 
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In the Community 
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